
 December 24, 2021  9:00 p.m. 
 + indicates you are invited to stand 

 GATHERING 

 The act of assembling in Jesus' name bears witness to the Church's identity and mission as Christ's body in 
 the world. Gather your thoughts and feelings. Entrust yourself to God's saving grace. 

 Prelude  Good Christian Friends,  Rejoice  Marcel Dupré 
 Nativité  from  Symphonie-Passion  Marcel Dupré 

 + Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 One:  Because injustice and despair threaten to overwhelm us, we pray for hope. 
 Because so many swords and guns have not yet been beaten into garden tools, we pray for peace. 
 Because grief and loss weigh so heavily, we pray for joy. 
 Because hatred is still so strong, and because people all over the world are suffering, we pray for love. 

 God has come to us as a child, to dwell with us, and to walk with us! 

 May  the  light  and  the  fire  from  these  candles  burn  away  everything  that  is  preventing  the  God  of 
 hope and peace and joy and love from being born among us. 

 All:  In this season of Christmas, 
 we open ourselves to the presence of the God who comes in Jesus Christ. 
 We commit ourselves to work with eager anticipation for the coming reign of God. 
 May the light of God’s hope, peace, joy, and love shine through us and brighten our world. 

 +Hymn 133  O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 WORD 

 Where the scriptures are read and proclaimed, Jesus Christ, the living Word, is present by the power of the 
 Holy Spirit. God's Spirit also evokes our response. Through singing, affirmation, and prayer, with the help of 

 God's Spirit, we discern Jesus Christ, receive Christ's grace, and resolve to follow Christ's way. 

 Prayer for Illumination 



 Scripture  Isaiah 9:2-7 

 The  people  who  walked  in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light;  those  who  lived  in  a  land  of  deep  darkness—  on 
 them  light  has  shined.  You  have  multiplied  the  nation,  you  have  increased  its  joy;  they  rejoice  before  you  as 
 with  joy  at  the  harvest,  as  people  exult  when  dividing  plunder.  For  the  yoke  of  their  burden,  and  the  bar 
 across  their  shoulders,  the  rod  of  their  oppressor,  you  have  broken  as  on  the  day  of  Midian.  For  all  the  boots 
 of  the  tramping  warriors  and  all  the  garments  rolled  in  blood  shall  be  burned  as  fuel  for  the  fire.  For  a  child 
 has  been  born  for  us,  a  son  given  to  us;  authority  rests  upon  his  shoulders;  and  he  is  named  Wonderful 
 Counselor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace.  His  authority  shall  grow  continually,  and  there 
 shall  be  endless  peace  for  the  throne  of  David  and  his  kingdom.  He  will  establish  and  uphold  it  with  justice 
 and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 Psalm 96 (translation by Wilda Gafney) 

 One:  Sing to the EXALTED a new song; sing to the CREATOR,  all  the earth. 
 Sing to the MOST HIGH, bless her name; proclaim from day to day  her  salvation. 

 All:  Declare among the nations her glory, among all the peoples, her  marvel  ous works. 
 For great is the AGELESS GOD, and greatly to be praised; revered is she a  bove  all gods. 

 One:  For all the gods of the peoples are idols, yet the WOMB OF LIFE  made  the heavens. 
 Splendor and majesty are before her; strength and beauty are  in  her sanctuary. 

 All:  Give to the MAJESTIC ONE, you families of the peoples, 
 give to the MIGHTY ONE  glory  and strength. 

 Give to the FIRE OF SINAI the glory due her name; bring an offering and come in  to  her courts. 
 One:  Bow down and worship the SOVEREIGN ONE in majestic holiness; 

 tremble in her presence,  all  the earth. 
 Say among the nations, "The EVER-  LIVING  GOD reigns! 

 All:  Indeed, the world is firmly established; it shall  never  be moved. 
 God will judge the  peoples  with equity." 

 One:  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, along  with  what fills it. 
 Let the field exult, and all that is in it. 

 Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the WISDOM  OF  THE AGES; 
 All:  for she is coming, for she is coming to  judge  the earth. 

 She will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples  with  her truth. 
 Titus 2:11-14 

 For  the  grace  of  God  has  appeared,  bringing  salvation  to  all,  training  us  to  renounce  impiety  and  worldly 
 passions,  and  in  the  present  age  to  live  lives  that  are  self-controlled,  upright,  and  godly,  while  we  wait  for  the 
 blessed  hope  and  the  manifestation  of  the  glory  of  our  great  God  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  He  it  is  who  gave 
 himself  for  us  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity  and  purify  for  himself  a  people  of  his  own  who  are 
 zealous for good deeds. 

 Anthem  Villancico Negro  Traditional Peruvian 

 Vamos a ver a Belén, a ver a mi redentor. ¡Pan alivio, malivio san! 
 Compañeros a la pampa, con amor a trabajar. ¡Pan alivio, malivio san! 
 Marchemos pastores, vamos a Belén. Que ha nacido el niño para nuestro bien. 
 Reyes y pastores vienen a adorer. Al rey de los cielos que ha nacido ya. 
 Y los pajarillos qué alegres están. Entonando un coro, coro celestial. 
 A Belén llegamos con gran alegría, anuncia una estrella la virgen María. 

 We’re going to see Bethlehem, to see my redeemer. 
 Companions to “la pampa”, with love to work. 
 Let’s go, shepherds, let’s go to Bethlehem to see the child who was born for our good. 
 Kings and shepherds come to worship the child of the heavens that has already been born. 
 And the birds are happy, entoning a choir, a celestial choir. 
 To Bethlehem we arrived with great joy. A star announces the virgin Mary. 



 Luke 2:1-20 

 In  those  days  a  decree  went  out  from  Emperor  Augustus  that  all  the  world  should  be  registered.  This  was 
 the  first  registration  and  was  taken  while  Quirinius  was  governor  of  Syria.  All  went  to  their  own  towns  to  be 
 registered.  Joseph  also  went  from  the  town  of  Nazareth  in  Galilee  to  Judea,  to  the  city  of  David  called 
 Bethlehem,  because  he  was  descended  from  the  house  and  family  of  David.  He  went  to  be  registered  with 
 Mary,  to  whom  he  was  engaged  and  who  was  expecting  a  child.  While  they  were  there,  the  time  came  for 
 her  to  deliver  her  child.  And  she  gave  birth  to  her  firstborn  son  and  wrapped  him  in  bands  of  cloth,  and  laid 
 him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 In  that  region  there  were  shepherds  living  in  the  fields,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock  by  night.  Then  an 
 angel  of  the  Lord  stood  before  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  around  them,  and  they  were  terrified. 
 But  the  angel  said  to  them,  “Do  not  be  afraid;  for  see—I  am  bringing  you  good  news  of  great  joy  for  all  the 
 people:  to  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Savior,  who  is  the  Messiah,  the  Lord.  This  will  be  a  sign 
 for  you:  you  will  find  a  child  wrapped  in  bands  of  cloth  and  lying  in  a  manger.”  And  suddenly  there  was  with 
 the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host,  praising  God  and  saying,  “Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  heaven, 
 and  on  earth  peace  among  those  whom  God  favors!”  When  the  angels  had  left  them  and  gone  into  heaven, 
 the  shepherds  said  to  one  another,  “Let  us  go  now  to  Bethlehem  and  see  this  thing  that  has  taken  place, 
 which  the  Lord  has  made  known  to  us.”  So  they  went  with  haste  and  found  Mary  and  Joseph,  and  the  child 
 lying  in  the  manger.  When  they  saw  this,  they  made  known  what  had  been  told  them  about  this  child;  and 
 all  who  heard  it  were  amazed  at  what  the  shepherds  told  them.  But  Mary  treasured  all  these  words  and 
 pondered  them  in  her  heart.  The  shepherds  returned,  glorifying  and  praising  God  for  all  they  had  heard  and 
 seen, as it had been told them. 

 One:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 All:  Thanks be to God. 

 Meditation  Carla Pratt Keyes 

 + Hymn 119  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 +Affirmation of Faith  from John 1 

 All:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 He was in the beginning with God. 
 All things came into being through him, 

 and without him not one thing came into being. 
 What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 

 yet the world did not know him. 
 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

 he gave power to become children of God, who were born, 
 not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of any human will, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
 the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
 +Response  (all sing) 

 Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

 and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 



 EUCHARIST 

 The Lord's Supper is the sign and seal of our communion with the crucified and risen Lord. We celebrate with 
 thanksgiving (eukharistia) the grace (kharis) with which Jesus welcomes us to sit at his table, eat what will satisfy 

 our deepest hungers, and feed others as we've been fed. We offer ourselves in response to Christ's wonderful 
 offering of love. 

 Offering 

 The offering received tonight supports the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
 which is used to assist people in need. 

 Anthem  O Magnum Mysterium  Tomás Luis Victoria 
 English translation: O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the 
 new-born Lord, lying in a manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the 
 Lord. Alleluia!  –From Matins service for Christmas  Day 

 +Response  Doxology  Old Hundredth 

 All:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all people here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore. 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

 One:  The Lord be with you. 
 All:  And also with you. 
 One:  Lift up your hearts. 
 All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 One:  It is right to praise you and rejoice in you, our God and Savior, 

 for you have looked with favor upon your servants; 
 you have seen the proud deserving to be scattered and 
 the desperate needing to be carried, 
 and to all of us you have shown such mercy! 

 Now even those who walk in darkness can see glimmers of your light, 
 for the yoke of their burden you have broken. 

 A child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rest upon his shoulders; and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 All singing:  Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria  in excelsis Deo.  (Refrain, Hymn 113) 

 One:  With angels and saints through the ages we rejoice at the good news of this day - 
 the Savior born, the Christ revealed, 
 the child around whom strangers gathered to worship 

 that long-ago night in Bethlehem. 
 Today we gather at this table; hungry people in search of food, 

 lonely people in search of company, thoughtful people in search of meaning, 
 We praise you, God, for the astonishing news that you are with us and for us 

 and hold nothing back from us, not even your own self. 



 We praise you for Jesus - lowly in a manger, yet radiant with heavenly light. 
 King of the earth, Hope of the world, 
 he came to make your blessings flow in every heart and every place. 

 More powerful than sin and evil, stronger even than death is Christ’s love for us. 
 All:  When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

 we proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
 One:  Eternal God, by your Holy Spirit, make us agents of your healing love. 

 In word and deed may we display your glory and tell out your good news. 
 Encourage us, like Jesus, to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 proclaim liberty to the captives, and comfort all who mourn. 
 Help us to cultivate peace among your people. 
 Strengthen us to serve you gladly. 
 And fashion us strangers gathered here 

 into a community so unified and joyous that it will draw others near 
 to praise and partake of you, too. 

 We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who makes us bold to pray together: 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread and Presenting the Cup 

 Communion of the People  (Bread is gluten-free and vegan with honey.) 

 One at a time or in family groups, please approach the table to receive the elements of communion. 
 You can consume those elements once you've returned to your pew, 

 or while seated briefly on a front pew. 
 Please remove your mask briefly to eat and drink. 

 Please return to your seat by a side aisle. 

 If you cannot easily come forward, we will happily bring the elements to your pew. 
 After others have been served, please raise your hand to signal us. 

 Music during Communion  O Holy Night  Adolphe Adam 
 Jessie Cooke, soprano; Kenneth Wood, tenor 

 Prayer after Communion 

 All:  Welcome, welcome, Jesus Christ our infant savior, 
 baby who makes every birth holy. 

 May we, who like the shepherds have witnessed in the stable a new kind of love 
 return to our work with joy. 

 May we, for whom the heavens have opened to proclaim that God is with us, 
 go out to be instruments of your peace, day by day. Amen. 

 The Candle Lighting 

 "Light" your candle with the switch at the bottom. 
 During the singing of the final stanza of the hymn, please hold your candle aloft. 

 +Hymn 145  What Child Is This 



 SENDING 

 Our worship and service do not end with the postlude; we go forth to love and serve God in our daily lives. 

 Charge and Blessing 

 +The Peace 

 One:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
 All:  And also with you. 

 As we prepare to go out into the world, let us greet one another in Christ’s name. 

 Postlude  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  J.S. Bach 

 ABOUT WORSHIP 

 OFFERING  TO  SUPPORT  OUR  PASTOR’S  DISCRETIONARY  FUND  -  Many  times  neighbors  and  travelers 
 come  through  our  doors  needing  assistance.  Often  we  refer  them  to  organizations  like  Area  Congregations 
 Together  in  Service  (ACTS)  which  GPPC  supports  financially.  ACTS  case  managers  work  with  clients  to 
 assess  needs,  craft  budgets,  and  offer  help  with  rent,  mortgage,  and  utilities.  Occasionally  we  offer  direct 
 assistance:  a  night  in  a  hotel,  a  bus  ticket,  a  tank  of  gas,  an  electric  bill,  medicine,  a  meal.  Your  gift  to  the 
 Pastor’s  Discretionary  Fund  will  enable  us  to  keep  making  such  gifts.  Boxes  for  your  offering  are  on  the  back 
 wall of the Sanctuary. 

 POINSETTIAS  -  Thanks  to  everyone  who  purchased  a  poinsettia  to  decorate  our  chancel.  If  you  would  like  to 
 take  your  poinsettia  home  tonight,  please  do!  Please  take  poinsettias  from  the  floor,  leaving  the  flowers  on 
 the  back  wall  undisturbed  as  much  as  possible.  We'll  be  worshiping  in  the  Sanctuary  this  Sunday,  Dec  26, 
 and  the  flowers  will  be  lovely  then,  too!  Any  poinsettias  not  retrieved  after  worship  on  Dec  26  will  be 
 donated to local group homes and/or homebound members of GPPC. 

 WORSHIP  LEADERS:  Our  director  of  music  is  Doug  Brown.  Ardyth  Lohuis  is  lector.  Managing  the  Facebook 
 Livestream is Alfred Walker. 

 TODAY'S  PSALM  -  The  Rev.  Wilda  Gafney,  Episcopal  priest  and  Hebrew  scholar  at  Brite  Divinity  School,  has 
 created  a  new  Sunday  lectionary,  a  Woman’s  Lectionary  for  the  Whole  Church.  Her  translation  of  today's 
 psalm  is  part  of  that  lectionary.  To  help  women  and  girls  encounter  God  in  explicitly  feminine  language, 
 Gafney  used  mainly  feminine  pronouns  for  God  in  the  Psalms  as  well  as  occasional  nonbinary  pronouns. 
 Following  the  practice  of  respected  earlier  translators,  Gafney  uses  descriptive  titles  for  God  rather  than  the 
 artificially  constructed  "LORD"  (with  large  and  small  caps)  used  in  mainstream  translations  to  denote  the 
 untranslatable  holy  name,  YHWH.  The  diverse,  biblically  rooted  titles  for  God  that  Gafney  employs  include: 
 ONE  WHO  IS,  SOVEREIGN,  WISDOM,  HOLY  ONE  OF  OLD,  CREATOR,  GOD  WHO  HEARS,  SHE  WHO  IS  HOLY, 
 WOMB OF CREATION, and YOU WHO ARE. 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available in the Narthex. Please see today’s greeter or an usher. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  about  events  in  the  life  of  GPPC  are  available  through  a  weekly  e-newsletter.  If  you 
 would like to be added to the distribution, please contact Karen Mitscherlich at  ginterparkpc@gmail.com  . 
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