
​The mission of GPPC is to embody God's love​
​by cultivating community, practicing hope, repairing harm, and doing justice as Jesus did.​

​March 8, 2026​ ​Third Sunday in Lent​ ​11:00am​
​+ indicates you are invited to stand​

​Bold print​​indicates congregation in unison​

​We are grateful to be gathered here in the Almond Creek-James River watershed, which we share with a diversity of plants​
​and creatures, i​​ncluding the flowering dogwood, butterfly​​milkweed, striped bass, northern cardinal, and red fox.​

​We acknowledge that this land is the traditional territory of the Powhatan Confederacy. May we nurture​
​our relationship with all our neighbors, and our shared responsibilities to this watershed where we gather today.​

​GATHERING​
​The act of assembling in Jesus' name bears witness to the Church's identity and mission as Christ's body in the world.​

​Gather your thoughts and feelings. Entrust yourself to God's saving grace.​

​Prelude​ ​Berceuse from​​Suite Bretonne​ ​Marcel Dupré​

​Greeting and Announcements​

​Introit​ ​Doug Brown​
​That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him​

​that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many​
​things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow…”      –​​Matthew 13:1-3​

​Call to Worship​
​One:​ ​God above us - trees, birds and sunshine, stars and moonlight -​
​All:​ ​God above us.​
​One:​ ​God beneath us - earth, rocks and rivers, roots and caverns -​
​All:​ ​God beneath us.​
​One:​ ​God around us - seas, winds and cities, animals and people -​
​All:​ ​God around us.​
​One:​ ​God within us - hope, tears and laughter, love and wonder -​
​All:​ ​God within us.​
​One:​ ​God above us, God beneath us, God around us, God within us,​
​All:​ ​we celebrate that you made us, you love us, and you call us to work and rest with you.​

​+ Hymn 367​ ​Come, Ye Thankful People, Come​

​Confession of Sin and Pain​
​Kenyan traditional​



​God, giver of life: we confess how many times we have scorned your gift. We find our hearts burdened​
​with the memory of days refused or despised, because we did not understand the opportunities that lay in​
​them. We confess before you our many refusals to walk in your way: vows we have made and forgotten,​
​time we have frittered away, higher purposes in us we have allowed to grow weak. We confess all the​
​goodness of life which we have received without giving thanks, all the beauties of this world which we​
​have ignored, all the love coming to us from other human hearts which we have accepted carelessly.​

​O God, you give us more than we desire or deserve. Come now with forgiveness and healing to our​
​confused lives and make us your own.​

​Silent prayer​

​Response​​(sing three times)​

​Assurance of Forgiveness and Healing​
​WORD​

​Where the scriptures are read and proclaimed, Jesus Christ, the living Word, is present by the power of the Holy Spirit.​
​God's Spirit also evokes our response. Through singing, affirmation, and prayer, with the help of God's Spirit,​

​we discern Jesus Christ, receive Christ's grace, and resolve to follow Christ's way.​

​Prayer for Illumination​

​Scripture​ ​[Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23,​​a Godspell rendition​​]​
​That​ ​same​ ​day​ ​Jesus​ ​went​ ​out​ ​of​ ​the​ ​house​ ​and​ ​sat​ ​beside​ ​the​​sea.​​Such​​great​​crowds​​gathered​​around​​him​
​that​​he​​got​​into​​a​​boat​​and​​sat​​there,​​while​​the​​whole​​crowd​​stood​​on​​the​​beach.​​And​​he​​told​​them​​many​​things​
​in parables ….​

​Song​ ​All Good Gifts​

​Sermon​ ​Carla Pratt Keyes​

​+ Hymn 751​ ​From the Nets of Our Labor​

​+ Affirmation of Faith​ ​from​​A Declaration of Faith (1977)​
​Jesus announced the coming of God's kingdom and its hidden presence in the midst of the world's​

​kingdoms. He taught his disciples to seek God's kingdom first.​
​We believe Christ gives us and demands of us lives in pilgrimage toward God's kingdom. Like Christ we​

​may enjoy on our journey all that sustains life and makes it pleasant and beautiful. No more than Christ are​
​we spared the darkness, ambiguity, and threat of life in the world. We are in the world, but not of the​
​world. Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other people do not rest in the powers and​
​achievements of this world, but in the coming and hidden presence of God's kingdom.​

​Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom: to serve as he has served us; to take up our​
​cross, risking the consequences of faithful discipleship; to walk by faith, not by sight, to hope for what we​
​have not seen.​

​+ Somos Uno (Hymn 322)​
​We are one in Christ Jesus, all one body, all one spirit, all together.​
​Somos uno en Cristo, somos uno, somos uno, uno solo.​
​We share one God, one mighty Lord, one abiding faith, one binding love,​
​One single baptism, one Holy Comforter, the Holy Spirit, uniting all.​



​Prayers of the People​



​EUCHARIST​
​Though we are not sharing the bread and cup today, we remember with thanksgiving (eukharistia) the grace (kharis) with​

​which Jesus welcomes us to sit at his table, eat what will satisfy our deepest hungers, and feed others as we've been fed. We​
​offer ourselves in response to Christ's wonderful offering of love.​

​Offering​

​Everyone is invited to place tithes, offerings, visitor cards,​
​or any other communications to the Pastor or staff​

​in the designated wall boxes beside each door at the back of the Sanctuary​
​or signal an usher to bring you the offering plate.​

​Monetary gifts and pledges to GPPC may also be given online at​​https://www.ginterparkpc.org/giving​​,​
​or by using the QR Code to the left.​

​Offertory​ ​In Thee, Lord, Have I Hoped​ ​Marcel Dupré​

​+ Doxology (Hymn 607​​)​
​Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;​
​praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore.​

​+ Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord's Prayer​
​Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.​
​Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.​
​Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;​
​and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.​
​For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.​

​SENDING​
​Our worship and service do not end with the postlude; we go forth to love and serve God in our daily lives.​

​+ Hymn 171​ ​A Sower Came from Ancient Hills​​(tune:​​FOREST GREEN​​)​

​+ Charge and Blessing​

​+ The Peace​
​One:​ ​The peace of Christ be with you.​
​All:​ ​And also with you.​

​+ Postlude​ ​Esquisse​ ​Marcel Dupré​

​ABOUT WORSHIP​

​WORSHIP​​LEADERS:​​GPPC's​​Pastor​​is​​Carla​​Pratt​​Keyes,​​and​​our​​Director​​of​​Music​​is​​Doug​​Brown.​​Today's​​lector​
​is Alice Nijimbere. The livestream operator is Bob Roybark. Steve Booth is lead usher.​

​HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES AND LARGE PRINT HYMNS are available from an usher in the Narthex.​

​PLEASE TAKE THE PAPER BULLETIN YOU HAVE USED home for reference and/or recycling. Thank you!​

​ANNOUNCEMENTS​ ​about​ ​events​ ​in​ ​the​ ​life​ ​of​ ​GPPC​​are​​available​​through​​a​​weekly​​e-newsletter.​​If​​you​​would​
​like to be added to the distribution, please contact Karen Mitscherlich at​​ginterparkpc@gmail.com​​.​

​PHYSICAL​​THERAPY​​CLASS​​on​​fall​​prevention​​with​​Craig​​DeBussey.​​Tuesday​​March​​10,​​12:00​​noon​​to​​2:00​​pm​​in​
​the GPPC Fellowship Hall.​ ​(Bring your lunch)​

​Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, 3601 Seminary Ave, Richmond, VA 23227​
​804-359-5049 /​​ginterparkpc@gmail.com​​/​​ginterparkpc.org​
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